
 

ACCEPTABLE TECHNOLOGY USE AND INTERNET SAFETY POLICY  

 

The Montgomery County School Board provides a computer system, including the Internet, to promote 

educational excellence by facilitating resource sharing, innovation and communication. The term 

computer system includes, but is not limited to, hardware, software, data, communication lines and 

devices, terminals, printers, CD-ROM devices, tape or flash drives, servers, mainframe and personal 

computers, tablets, chromebooks, cellular phones, smart telephones, the Internet and other internal 

or external networks. 

  

All use of the school division’s computer system must be (1) in support of education and/or research, 

or (2) for legitimate school business. Use of the computer system is a privilege, not a right. Any 

communication or material generated using  the computer system, including electronic mail, instant or 

text messages, tweets, or other files deleted from a user’s account, may be monitored, read, and/or 

archived by school officials. 

 

The responsible use of computers and computer networks is a powerful tool in support of the 

instructional program.  The school division’s computer network is a wide-area network linking the 

schools and the administrative offices to the Internet.  

  

Liability 

 

The Montgomery County School Board makes no warranties for the computer system it provides. 

The Montgomery County School Board shall not be responsible for any damages to the user from 

use of the computer system including loss of data, non-delivery or missed delivery of information, or 

service interruptions.  The school division shall not be responsible for the accuracy or quality of 

information obtained through the computer system.  The user agrees to indemnify the Montgomery 

County School Board for any losses, costs or damages incurred by the School Board relating to or 

arising out of any violation of this policy. MCPS technology staff will not repair, configure, or be 

responsible for personal equipment of staff members. 

  

Internet Privacy Statement – Montgomery County Public Schools 

  

The Montgomery County School Board maintains and operates a website for the dissemination of 

information about the school division.  The Montgomery County School Board does not collect any 

information from persons who access its website, including personally identifiable information.  The 

Montgomery County School Board website does not automatically place a computer file - commonly 

known as a “cookie” - on any person’s computer who accesses the website. 

  

 

 

 



 

Acceptable Technology Use and Internet Safety Policy 

  

Generally 

  

The Montgomery County School Board adopts this Acceptable Technology Use and Internet Safety 

Policy, which outlines appropriate uses, ethics and protocol for the school division’s electronic 

communications network. The division superintendent or designee shall post the Acceptable 

Technology Use and Internet Safety Policy on the school division website.  The school division shall 

certify compliance with the requirements of Virginia Code Section 22.1-70.2 annually to the Virginia 

Department of Education. 

1. The division superintendent or his/her designee shall select and operate technology protection 

measures that  filter or block access through  computers to visual depictions that are – 

a. child pornography, as set out in Virginia Code § 18.2-374.1:1 or as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 

2256; 

b. obscenity, as defined in Virginia Code § 18.2-372 or 18 U.S.C. § 1460; and 

c. material that Montgomery County Public Schools deems to be harmful to juveniles, as 

defined in Virginia Code § 18.2-390, material that is harmful to minors, as defined in 47 

U.S.C. § 254(h)(7)(G), and material that is otherwise inappropriate for minors. 

 

2.      To the extent practical, technology protection measures shall be utilized and enforced during 

any use of the division’s electronic devices by minors. Subject to staff supervision, technology 

protection measures may be disabled for adults or, in the case of minors, minimized only for bona 

fide research or other lawful purposes. 

3. The school administration shall monitor online activities of minors. 

4. The division superintendent or his/her designee shall select and operate technology and take 

administrative measures to protect the safety and security of minors when using Montgomery 

County Public Schools' network. 

5. The division superintendent or his/her designee shall ensure that the Montgomery County Public 

Schools include a component on Internet safety for students that is integrated in the division’s 

instructional program and that is consistent with the guidelines for instructional programs related 

to Internet Safety issued by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

  

The failure of any student, teacher or administrator to follow the terms of this Policy may result in 

the loss of Montgomery County Public Schools’ computer system privileges, disciplinary action 

and/or appropriate legal action. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACCEPTABLE TECHNOLOGY USE AND INTERNET SAFETY POLICY 

Students 

 

With the permission of your parent or guardian, Montgomery County Public Schools offers you the 

opportunity to use the school division’s computer system which allows access to the Internet, as well 

as a variety of electronic devices. We expect you to use the Internet and computer system while at 

school for educational purposes. This use is a privilege, not a right, and we may discipline you or 

take away your right to use the Internet and computer system at school if you misuse this privilege. 

You are responsible for your own actions while you are on the Internet and are also accountable for 

any online activities that occur by others if you allow them to use your account.  

  

Any communication through the use of the school division’s computer system, including electronic 

mail or other electronic file, is subject to the Student Code of Conduct and the Acceptable 

Technology Use and Internet Safety Policy, and may be monitored or read by school officials. Users 

shall be held personally liable for the content of any electronic message they create. Downloading 

any file attached to an electronic message is prohibited unless the user is certain of that message's 

authenticity and the nature of the file. 

  

While using technology as a student in Montgomery County Public Schools: 

 

1. I will only use the technology and equipment in the manner for educational purposes. I 

understand that I may be held responsible for any or all damage incurred as a result of my negligent 

or inappropriate behavior. 

 

2. While online, I will not use language, which may be offensive to other users. I will treat others 

with respect. The written and verbal messages I send while on the Internet will not contain 

profanity, obscene comments, sexually explicit material, or expressions of bigotry, racism, or hatred. 

 

3. I will not cyberbully.  “Cyberbully” means using the computer to threaten, harass, or intimidate 

another person. I will tell an adult if I see any cyberbullying, cyberthreats, or inappropriate activity. 

 

4. I will not place unlawful information on the Internet, nor will I use the Internet illegally in any way 

that violates federal, state, or local laws or statutes. I will never falsify my identity while using the 

Internet. 

 

5. I will not use the Internet for non-school related activities. 

 

6. I will not engage in Internet activities that cause congestion on the MCPS network. 

 

7. I will not use the Internet to buy or sell, or to attempt to buy or sell, any service or product. 

 

8. I will not change any computer file that does not belong to me. 

 



 

9. I will not use copyrighted materials or software from the Internet without permission of the 

author. I will cite the source where appropriate. 

 

10. I will never knowingly give my password to others, nor will I use another person's password. 

 

11. I will never use the Internet to send or obtain pornographic or inappropriate material or files. 

 

12. Except for the usual information contained in the headers of my electronic mail, I will never give 

out personal information such as name, address, phone number, or gender. 

 

13. I will never knowingly circumvent, or try to circumvent, security measures on either 

Montgomery County Public Schools' computer system or on computers at any remote site. 

  

14. I will never attempt to gain unlawful access to another person's or organization's resources, 

programs, or data. 

 

15. I will not make, or attempt to make, any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another 

user on the Internet, including the uploading, downloading, or creation of computer viruses. 

  

16. I understand that the school division is not responsible or liable for any harm, damages or 

charges that result from my use of the school division’s technology, including loss of data, 

interruption of services, corruption of files or programs, purchases, hacking or other violations of 

this Acceptable Technology Use and Internet Safety Policy.  

  

17. I will report any violations of this Acceptable Technology Use and Internet Safety Policy to my 

teacher or principal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACCEPTABLE TECHNOLOGY USE AND INTERNET SAFETY POLICY AGREEMENT 

Students 

 

Each student and his or her parent/guardian must sign this Agreement before being 

permitted to use the School Division’s computer system. Read this Agreement carefully 

before signing. 

 

Student's Agreement 

Prior to signing this Agreement, I read Policy 6-3.13, Acceptable Technology Use and Internet Safety 

Policy for students. If I have any questions about this policy or regulation, I will contact my principal. 

  

I understand and agree to abide by the School Division’s Acceptable Technology Use and Internet 

Safety Policy. I understand that the Montgomery County Public School Board may access, monitor, 

and archive my use of the computer system, including my use of the Internet, Email and downloaded 

material, without prior notice to me. I further understand that should I violate the Acceptable 

Technology Use and Internet Safety Policy, my computer system privileges may be revoked and 

disciplinary action and/or legal action may be taken against me. 

  

  

Student Signature:  _________________________________________ Date: ________________ 

 

Student Name (Please Print): _______________________________________________________ 

  

Parent's Agreement 

Prior to signing this Agreement, I read Policy 6-3.13, Acceptable Technology Use and Internet Safety 

Policy for students. If I have any questions about this policy or regulation, I will contact my student’s 

principal.  

 

As the parent or guardian of this student, I have read the Acceptable Technology Use and Internet 

Safety Policy as written above. I understand that Internet and computer based technology access for 

students of Montgomery County Public Schools is provided for educational purposes only. I 

understand that employees of the school system will make every reasonable effort to restrict access 

to all controversial material on the Internet, but I will not hold them responsible for materials my 

son or daughter acquires or sees as a result of the use of the Internet from school facilities. By 

signing this document and/or the student handbook in which this policy is contained, I grant 

permission for my student to use the computer system in accordance with Montgomery County 

Public School policies and regulations and for the school division to issue accounts for my student. 

Additionally, I grant permission for the School Division to agree to terms and services of online, 

division approved, instructional applications on behalf of my student. 

 

Parent Signature:  __________________________________________ Date: ________________ 

 

Parent Name (Please Print): ________________________________________________________ 


